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CIVILIZING SPACES:

IMPROVING LONDONOS PUBLIC REALM

LondonOs public realm comprises everything outside
our front door: from pavements, bollards and street
benches to great Georgian squares, Victorian streets
and parks, modern roads and transport
interchanges. The public spaces of London, like
other world cities, have always been places where
people gather B to meet, to talk, to eat and drink,
to argue, to rest, to trade and to travel through.
Street life is at the heart of urban community. A
network of well-designed streets and public spaces
makes walking and cycling a pleasure, makes
dense, populated areas more liveable, and provides
inspiring places where people want to stay and
enjoy themselves rather than rush through or avoid.

The public space projects and initiatives on display
in this exhibition are the first steps in turning London

into the worldOs most civilised, pedestrian friendly
city, establishing a lasting legacy for a better quality
of life for Londoners.

Working closely with the London boroughs, Transport
for London and the London Development Agency;,
the MayorOs Architecture + Urbanism Unit has put
quality of urban design firmly on the public agenda.
By accommodating the needs of the pedestrian
alongside those of public transport and the private
car, there has been a concerted effort to raise design
aspirations and direct resources towards changing

the face of London. Work with other partners such
as Urban Design London B a network of London
borough elected member design champions and
officers B and LondonOs Regeneration Centre of
Excellence, aims to enhance the skills needed to
deliver this improved public realm and to help
change the way we perceive and enjoy our city.

THE PROBLEM

London is home to elegant architecture, beautiful
parks, historic squares and grand streets. Despite
these great assets, the quality of our streets and
public spaces has for too long suffered from a lack
of proper investment and poor quality design.
Consequently many of our public spaces have
become hostile and shabby, underused or avoided
by Londoners. This is harmful to city pride, local
communities and local economies.

Typical problems include spaces that are cluttered
with too much and poorly coordinated street furniture,
or spaces that are enclosed, hard to access or simply
missed by the passer-by. Too many existing public
spaces are poorly connected to the town centres
which they should serve and are consequently
underused.
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Many of LondonOs streets are unpleasant
environments dominated by increasing levels of
traffic, and are hard to cross and dangerous.
Insufficient priority is given to the pedestrian or the
cyclist and there are frequently low levels of usage
from the elderly, children and people with impaired
mobility.

CHANGING ATTITUDES

Over the past couple of decades London has been
lagging behind many of its international counterparts
in its approach to the public realm. Cities like
Copenhagen, Barcelona and Rotterdam have
championed concepts of accessible, attractive public
spaces.

The GovernmentOs Urban Task Force promoted the
restoration of inner urban areas as places where
people want to live and work through improvement
of the public realm, shifting the balance from the
needs of the private car towards public transport,
walking and cycling. But there is still far to go to
match the quality of the environment of some
European counterparts.

Jan GehlOs study on central London - OPublic Spaces
Public Life: Towards a fine city for peopleO -
commissioned by Transport for London and the

Central London Partnership, sets out how the current
imbalance between vehicular traffic and pedestrians
can be redressed by widening pavements, creating
better pedestrian crossings, removing obstacles and
animating spaces with public art, landscaping,
planting and seating. Many of the projects displayed
are inspired by this approach.

NEW THINKING

Optimism about a steady improvement to LondonOs
public realm is fostered by a number of high profile
public space projects that have already come to
fruition. The transformation of Trafalgar Square and
elegant design of Kensington High Street and Tower
Hill show the way, and individual projects such as
Vauxhall Cross, Shoreditch and the Corporation of
LondonOs City Street Challenge take big steps in the
right direction. In Trafalgar Square, Pall Mall East
has been closed to traffic thus reconnecting the
National Gallery with the main body of the square
and creating a broad pedestrian plaza in front of
the building.

Even with these positive examples, much more work
must be done to ensure that all of London can
benefit from good public space. This exhibition
shows a broad range of projects already underway
and introduces some projects for the future.
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A STRATEGY

Improving the public realm is a key component of
the MayorOs London Plan which sets out a vision
for the development of the capital over the next
10 years.

The Architecture + Urbanism Unit has also been
working with Transport for London on an emerging
public realm strategy which pulls together many
initiatives already underway and aims to set out

a more coherent approach to delivering improvement
and transformation in the quality of our streets
and public spaces. The strategy sets out 3 layers
of intervention across London and will also promote
the use of trees in the capitalOs streets and public
spaces:

1) EVERY DETAIL

a. The Architecture + Urbanism Unit is advocating

small scale interventions everywhere starting with
5 simple things which would include, for example,

the use of the same colour paint for all metal work
and a review of existing street furniture to minimise
clutter.

b. Transport for LondonOs recently published
Streetscape Guidance provides advice and detailed
design principles for streetscape improvements and
the subsequent management of the Transport for
London Road Network. The guide encourages the
use of durable and maintainable materials and
consistency in textures and colours to create calm,
simple and well-designed streets for people. Each
element of the streetscape - street furniture, lighting,
footway and carriageway surfaces and cycle and
bus lanes to name a few - are considered in detail
and guidance is given on their use to provide a high
quality environment.

c. Richard Rogers has also been promoting 1 Million
Trees for London to look after the trees we have as
well as planting new ones in the right places.
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Larger scale intervention over a longer period along
sections of Transport for LondonOs red route network
will be brought forward through partnership working,
with an initial focus on improvements to the Al in
the Borough of Islington. The Architecture +
Urbanism Unit are also working to develop a series
of tree-lined boulevard projects with Transport for
London and Trees for Cities.

2) CORRIDORS

Comprehensive public realm improvements will be
delivered through the MayorOs 100 Public Spaces
programme. These exemplar projects will
demonstrate the benefits of a total transformation
of an urban site and that new and revitalised public
spaces can make a real difference to individual
quality of life and community vitality across London.

3) 100 SPACES

The 100 Public Spaces programme was launched
in July 2002 with the announcement of 10 pilot
projects and a further 14 projects were announced
in November 2003. The aim of the initiative is to
create or upgrade 100 public spaces in London
based on the MayorOs conviction that Ocreating and
managing high quality public spaces is essential to
delivering an urban renaissance in LondonO. The
Architecture + Urbanism Unit works to ensure that
the best possible quality of design is achieved for
these public spaces.

This exhibition signals the launch of a further 10
projects as a third phase of the programme bringing
the total number of projects to 34. This marks the
point where 1/3 of the programme is now underway.
By the time London hosts the Olympic Games in
2012, the full programme of 100 Public Spaces
will be underway and a number of exemplary projects
will have been delivered across London to help
showcase the city to the world.



PROJECTS TO DATE 100 PUBLIC SPACES PROGRAMME

PROJECT NAMES IN BOLD ARE FEATURED IN THIS CATALOGUE

SOUTHALL

HARROW-ON-THE-HILL STATION
TOTTENHAM HALE

A4 GREEN CORRIDOR

LITTLE WORMWOOD SCRUBS

GRAHAM PARK / COLINDALE

ALDGATE UNION

GALLIONS PHASE 2
MITCHAM FAIR GREEN

ACTON TOWN SQUARE

DAGENHAM HEATHWAY TO THE THAMES
BARKING TOWN CENTRE

CANNING TOWN

EALING BROADWAY

WEMBLEY STADIUM SPACES

BOW CHURCH

GANTS HILL

THE ROMFORD RING / NORTH STREET

SILVERTOWN QUAYS / PONTOON DOCK

Al/HIGHBURY CORNER PHASE 3
POTTERS FIELDS PARK

KENDER TRIANGLE / NEW CROSS GATE

ERITH TOWN CENTRE

WEST INDIA QUAY







